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REPORT: TOXIC CHEMICALS FROM EVERY DAY PRODUCTS FOUND IN AVERAGE AMERICANS

Coalition of Environmental Groups Calls for Government and Corporate Action to Phase out Dangerous Chemicals in Favor of Safer Alternatives
Teleconference Today To Explain Science behind Report

New York, NY, November 8th, 2007 – Three highly toxic chemicals used in the components of everyday products were found in a group of diverse Americans who participated in a nationwide biomonitoring project, according to a new report issued today by a coalition of public interest groups. The report comes at a time of heightened awareness of toxics in consumer products, including recent revelations about lead in toys and lipstick.

The report, entitled Is it In Us: Toxic Trespass, Regulatory Failure and Opportunities, documents the results of blood and urine testing of 35 people from seven states for the presence of three classes of chemicals: Phthalates, Bisphenol A and Polybrominated Diphenyl ethers (PBDEs). The project found all three classes of toxic chemicals in every person tested.

Each of these chemicals is ubiquitous in common products people use everyday, including baby bottles, shower curtains, cosmetics, couch cushions, computers, toys and scores of other common items found in most American homes, schools and workplaces. Human and animal studies have linked the three chemicals to birth defects, cancer, learning disabilities, infertility, asthma and other health impacts. For some toxic chemicals, the levels found in people are near or above levels linked to health impacts in laboratory animals. 

The participants range from a commercial fisherman in Alaska and a U.S. Naval Veteran from Illinois to a Connecticut Senator and a stay-at-home mom from Minnesota, each of whom volunteered to find the answer to the simple question: If toxic pollution is in the products we use everyday, is it in us?

The Reverend Dr. Jim Antal, who serves the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ as Minister and President said, “I expected that because I'm a vegetarian and have a healthy lifestyle that the levels in my body would be lower. Now that I see my results, I'm wondering if the water bottle on my bike, or other things I thought were safe, are actually causing harm.”
According to Stephanie Felton of Illinois, a U.S. Naval veteran and stay-at-home mother, "People have a trust that products manufactured and sold in the United States are safe. This report proves otherwise. The results are particularly troubling to me as a nursing mother.”

Ted Schettler, the Science Director at Science and Environmental Health Network, and a medical and public health expert stated, “The chemicals looked for and detected in this project have been linked to birth defects, asthma, cancer, learning disabilities, obesity and diabetes--conditions of urgent public health concern. Just as disturbing, we have no information at all about the potential health effects of many other chemicals to which we are exposed because pre-market safety testing is not required for most of them in the US.”  

Project organizers point out that the federal law regulating chemicals – the Toxics Substances Control Act – was enacted in 1976 and has not been updated to reflect recent scientific advances, including evidence that even tiny doses of toxic chemicals may cause harm. 

According to Sharyle Patton, one of the coordinators of the project, “Our nation’s chemical safety system has failed. It’s time to join together to support common sense policies that will protect people from involuntary exposure to toxic chemicals from products we use every day.” 
Organizers also point out that because these chemicals are used in so many different products, consumers are not able to shop their way out of the problem. Some states throughout the country have taken the lead in creating chemical policy that seeks to eliminate potentially hazardous chemicals and ensure the safety of others used in products.  

Senator Frank Lautenberg (D. NJ) who will soon introduce the Kids Safe Chemicals Act said in a statement, “This report makes clear that toxic chemicals are in the products we use and the food we eat.  My legislation, the Kids Safe Chemicals Act, would require testing of toxic chemicals and will limit the use of those chemicals that can't be proven safe.  It's time to protect our children and our families from unsafe chemicals and my bill does just that.”

	WHO
	-Sharyle Patton, Commonweal, Report Coordinator 

-Shanna Swann, PhD, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry 

-Ted Schettler MD, Science Director, Science and Environmental Health Network 

-Elaine Nekritz, Illinois state legislator and project participant 

-Judith Robinson, Environmental Health Fund will moderate

	WHAT
	Phone press briefing on new report about the toxic chemicals used in every day products that have contaminated the bodies of 35 diverse Americans from seven states in this report, and likely contaminate every American.

	WHEN
	November 8, 2007, 12:30 pm EST 

	CALL-IN 

NUMBER
	888-318-6431, password 35TOXIC


The seven states in this project, Alaska, New York, Massachusetts, Michigan Minnesota, Connecticut and Illinois, are taking the lead to create new solutions governing chemical use in those states as well as nationally. Media events will be held in each state on November 8, 2007.
A full copy of the report and information about specific state proposals is available at www.isitinus.org.

Is It In Us? Is a project of the Commonweal Biomonitoring Resource Center and the Body Burden Working Group, a coalition of environmental organizations including, Alaska Community Action on Toxics, Connecticut Clean Water Action, Environment Illinois, Massachusetts Clean Water Action, Ecology Center, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, and Clean New York.  For more information please visit www.isitinus.org
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